Connective tissue nevi collagens. Study with picrosirius red and polarizing microscopy.
Biopsy specimens of five connective tissue nevi were examined under crossed polars after staining with Picrosirius red. One biopsy specimen was from a solitary nevus, another from a Shagreen patch. The other three specimens were of erupted nevi. In all cases, thick (as well as thin) collagen fibers appeared green to yellow. In contrast, thick fibers of normal human dermis appeared orange to red. The findings indicate that the collagen of collagenous connective tissue nevi is less well packed than normal collagen. Examination of the polarization colors of Picrosirius red-stained sections is a useful procedure for diagnosing collagenous connective tissue nevi.